ALERT!

ROOFING SHINGLE THEFT = BIG BUSINESS IN TEXAS!

Since January 2009 more than 6 million dollars of roofing shingles has
been stolen from Lumber and Building Materials Retailers in Texas alone
though this problem is has affected virtually every state in the nation.
Itis a problem that has been most prevalent in Texas for a number of
reasons, primarily because of the high demand for roofing shingles
following Hurricane IKE and several West Texas hail storms; and also
because of the record-high prices they are currently yielding. Itis a
problem that does not seem to be going away. There are two markets
that have been most affected by these thefts: the Dallas metroplex and
greater Houston. The main reason for this is that these two cities are
highly populated and are intersected by major highways. This makes
Dallas and Houston perfectly suited for the re-sale of stolen shingles through various "chop shops" and
directly to roofing contractors who are looking for cheap shingles. Most of the theft is occuring by
burglarizing small town lumberyards between the hours of
9:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m., with the preferred targets being in rural
areas adjacent to major highways and/or thoroughfares. In most
™= cases, a small hole is cut in the chain link fence and access is
& gained to the area where the roofing shingles are stored. The
§= perpetrators will often attempt to activate motion and other
- detection systems to see whether there is any response by store
- personnel or law enforcement. If there is no response, the perps
| will typically saw through the chain link fence from top to bottom,
remove the top rail, and enter the yard with large stolen cargo vans
or a large tractor-trailer. All of this after smashing, or cutting
power to any security lights to darken the crime scene.
Wlthm an hour or so these "shingle bandits" can relieve a store of over 100,000 pounds of shingles, with
losses exceeding $6,000.00 per occurrence. In some cases the chain link fence is put back together so

passers-by cannot tell that a burglary has occurred. WE NEED YOUR HELP! PLEASE BE ON THE
LOOKOUT for delivery trucks with pallets of shingles that are on the road between the hours
of 8:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. Please be on the lookout for lumberyards that would normally be
lit up at night and are suddenly in darkness. PLEASE watch for cargo vans and box trucks

in your local lumberyard that don't belong there. Keep an eye out for overloaded trucks
being driven only 50 to 55 miles per hour on the interstate and heading toward Dallas or

Houston late at night, or very early in the morning before dawn. Please work interdependently
with all law enforcement agencies between
all jurisdictions and help spread the word
about this problem. Working together we
can make this problem stop. Working
together we can save local businesses and
recapture the lost tax revenue these thefts
are causing. Thank you for taking the time §
to read this and thanks in advance for your
help spreading the word about this =
problem. WE CAN MAKE THIS STOP!




